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SCOPE 
One of the main reasons that people visit sacred sites is to gain access to divine interventions that can 
solve their problems related to physical, mental, psychological health and a general well-being. Travel 
to be in contact with the sacred brings people from around the world together—both pilgrims and 
tourists—into contact with each other. This contact, however, brings significant health risks. While 
there are several accounts of the outbreak of communicable disease stemming from mass religious 
gatherings in the 19th and 20th centuries, the current COVID-19 pandemic and its ties to mass religious 
gatherings in the Middle East and Southeast Asia requires government and health officials, along with 
academics, revisit religious tourism in relation to health-risks and strategic mitigation.  

 
This session aims to explore how sacred sites are presently being impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic 
and how they will be impacted by future pandemics and health-related lack of visitors, pilgrims and 
tourists. At one level, the pandemic has highlighted tensions between government and health official 
directives regarding the use and closure of religious sites and faith communities that want to keep 
their sites open for both religious and economic purposes. At the same time, the pandemic has raises 
more pragmatic concerns about the sustainability of sacred sites that are almost entirely depend on 
pilgrimage and religious tourism driven by visitor needs. 
 
 

TOPICS OF INTERESTS 
 How new norms of health and well-being influence the decision of pilgrims and tourists to visit 

sacred sites? 

 What will be the “new normal” when it comes to managing religious sites? 

 What will happen to traditional religious occupations that run pilgrimage economy in sacred 
places, and how will places of worship that solely rely on charity and donation survive? 

 What will the interactions be between faith communities and government and health officials 
when it comes to government support for sacred site maintenance given the new complexities 
between state-religion interactions? 

 
 
SUBMISSIONS OF PAPERS 
Submitted abstracts should be between 250 and 350 words. Abstracts must be submitted no later 
than August 20th 2020 both to: Dr. Daniel Olsen (dholsen@byu.edu) and Dr. Kiran Shinde 
(k.shinde@latrobe.edu.au). For further inquiries regarding conference fees, conference program, and 
registration forms, please visit https://iatour.org/icot2020/. 
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